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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A documents control apparatus that can share with 
another documents control apparatus an attribute attached to a document, comprising: 

an attribute sharing unit configured to share that shar e s said attribute attached to the 
document with said other documents control apparatus; 

an edit processing unit configured to edit process that e dit proc e sses said attribute; 

till LI 

a switching unit configured to determine that determin e s whether said attribute is 
shared with said other documents control apparatus by said attribute sharing unit and, based 
on the determination by said switching unit, controls configured to control edit processing on 
said attribute by said edit processing unit; 

a documents controlling unit configured to control documents; 

an attribute attaching unit configured to attach said attribute to each document 
controlled bv said documents controlling unit, said attribute including an item type, a name of 
said item type, and an item type value; and 

an item type defining unit configured to assign one or more item types to said 
attribute attached to each document by said attribute attaching unit . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising: 

an attribute identification information setting unit that s e t s configured to set attribute 
identification information of said attribute for identifying said attribute; and 
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an inhibiting unit that det e rmin e s configured to determine whether, if said attribute is 

edited by said edit processing unit, said attribute identification information setting unit needs 

to change said attribute identification information set for identifying said attribute, and, based 

on the determination by said inhibiting unit, caus e s is configured to cause said edit processing 

unit to not edit said attribute. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising: 

an attribute identification information setting unit that s e ts configured to set attribute 
identification information of said attribute for identifying said attribute; and 

a displaying unit that indicates configured to indicate whether the edit processing by 
said edit processing unit changes said attribute identification information of said attribute. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising: 

an attribute identification information setting unit that s e ts configured to set attribute 
identification information of said attribute for identifying said attribute; and 

an edit processing informing unit that inform s configured to inform , if edit processing 
by said edit processing unit changes said attribute identification information of said attribute, 
said other documents control apparatus of information of said edit processing so that said 
other documents control apparatus can execute an identical edit processing on said attribute. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising: 
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an attribute identification information setting unit that sots configured to set attribute 
identification information of said attribute for identifying said attribute; 

an edit history information generating unit that g e n e rat e s configured to generate , if 
edit processing by said edit processing unit changes said attribute identification information 
of said attribute, edit history information of said edit processing; and 

an edit history information transmitting unit that transmits configured to transmit said 
edit history information to said other documents control apparatus. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 , further comprising an attribute identification information setting unit that s e ts configured 
to set attribute identification information of said attribute for identifying said attribute; 

wherein said edit processing unit, if edit processing by said edit processing unit that 
changes said attribute identification information of said attribute is requested, prevents is 
configured to prevent said attribute from changing. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising: 

a documents controlling unit that controls docum e nts; 

an attribute attaching unit that attach e s said attribut e to e ach docum e nt controlled by 
said docum e nts controlling unit, said attribut e including an it e m typ e , a nam e of said it e m 
typ e , and an it e m typ e valu e ; 

an item typo defining unit that assigns one or more it e m typ e s to said attribute 
attached to each docum e nt by said attribut e attaching unit; 

a name attaching unit that attach e s configured to attach a name to said item type 
defined by said item type defining unit; and 
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a document copying unit that copi e s configured to copy said document to said other 
documents control apparatus. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 

7, further comprising an attribute storing unit that store s confieured to store said attribute, 
said item type, the name of said item type, and said item type value. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 

8, wherein said edit processing unit retrieves and edits is configured to retrieve and edit said 
attribute, said item type, the name of said item type, and said item value stored in said 
attribute storing unit. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 8, wherein said attribute attaching unit correlat e s is configured to correlate said 
document controlled by said documents controlling unit with an attribute retrieved from said 
attribute storing unit. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 10, wherein said document controlling unit stor e s is configured to store said document 
and said correlated attribute. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 5, further comprising a document attribute edit history storing unit that, when said edit 
processing changes said attribute identification information of said attribute, stor e s is 
configured to store said edit history information of said edit processing. 
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Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 8, wherein said attribute storing unit furth e r stor e s is further configured to store 
information indicating reference to said attribute, said item type, the name of said item type, 
and said item value. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 8, wherein said attribute storing unit further stor e s is further configured to store 
information related to an item included in said attribute. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 14, wherein said attribute storing unit furth e r stor e s is further configured to store 
information indicating correlation between said item included in said attribute and location in 
which said item is stored. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): The documents control apparatus as claimed in 
claim 7, further comprising an analysis processing unit that r e tri e v e s configured to retrieve 
said documents from said documents controlling unit and analyz e s configured to analyze said 
retrieved documents based on designated condition. 

Claim 17 (Original): The documents control apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising an attribute shared by said attribute sharing unit with said other documents 
control apparatus, the attribute including information for identifying said other documents 
control apparatus. 
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Claim 18 (Currently Amended): A documents control system, comprising a plurality 
of documents control apparatuses connected via a network, eaeh the plurality of documents 
control apparatus being as claimed in claim 1 . 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): A computer readable recording medium, storing a 
computer program that causes a computer to function as: 

an attribute sharing unit configured to share that shares an attribute with anoth e r a 
documents control apparatus; and 

an edit processing unit configured to switch that switch e s , depending on whether said 
attribute sharing unit shares said attribute with said oth e r documents control apparatus, edit 
processing on said attribute; 

a documents controlling unit configured to control documents; 

an attribute attaching unit configured to attach said attribute to each document 
controlled by said documents controlling unit, said attribute including an item type, a name of 
said item type, and an item type value; and 

an item type defining unit configured to assign one or more item types to said 
attribute attached to each document by said attribute attaching unit . 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): A method of controlling an attribute of a document 
comprising th e st e ps of : 

controlling documents; 

receiving a request for edit processing on an attribute; 

determining whether said attribute is shared among a plurality of documents control 
apparatuses and, if so shared, whether said edit processing changes attribute identification 
information of said attribute; and 
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attaching attributes to each document controlled by the controlling, the attributes 
including an item type, a name of the item type, and an item type value; 

defining item types by assigning one or more types to said attribute attached to each 
document by said attribute attaching unit; and 

switching over, if said attribute is shared among the plurality of documents control 
apparatuses and said edit processing changes attribute identification information of said 
attribute, said edit processing to an edit processing that does not change said attribute 
identification information. 

Claim 21 (New): The document control apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
item type defining unit includes: 

a graphical user interface configured to display the attributes and the attribute item 
types for manual modification of the attribute items types. 

Claim 22 (New): The computer readable recording medium according to Claim 19, 
wherein the computer program stored on the computer readable recording medium further 
causes a computer to function as: 

a graphical user interface configured to display the attributes and the attribute item 
types for manual modification of the attribute items types. 
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